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Women’s Housing and Economic 
Development Corporation (WHEDCo) 
50 West 168th Street, Bronx

Th e city’s Women’s Housing 
and Economic Development 
Corporation is dedicated 
to alleviating poverty by 
providing people with the 
tools and support they need 
to enter and succeed within 
the economic mainstream. 
WHEDCo addresses the 
central challenges of every-
day life—work, family, and 
home—that aff ect us all, 
but can derail those most 
in need. At a time when the 
gap between rich and poor 
is wider than ever, WHED-
Co narrows the divide 
by developing beautiful, 
award-winning housing and 

uniquely integrated programs in the areas of childcare, educa-
tion, job training, and small business development. 

It Takes a Village to Write Good History: 
The Creation of the Bronx African American 
History Project

Friday, March 28, 2008; 3:30 p.m.
Chair:  Mark D. Naison, Fordham University

Jazz in the Bronx: A Family Story
Maxine Gordon, New York University

The Bronx is a Bomb and Ready to Explode: The Politics 
of Civil Rights in Bronx Neighborhoods
Brian Purnell, Fordham University

Caribbean Immigration and Institution Building in the Bronx
 Natasha Lightfoot, Columbia University

Comment:  Harriet McFeeters, Bronx African American 
History Project;  Nancy Biberman, Women’s Housing and 
Economic Development Corporation; and  Peter Derrick, 
Bronx County Historical Society

The Cooper Union 
for the Advancement of Science and Art
Cooper Square, Manhattan
Th e Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, 
established in 1859, is the only private, full-scholarship college 
in the United States dedicated exclusively to preparing students 
for the professions of architecture, art, and engineering. From its 
inception, Cooper Union provided a public reading room and 
library and a meeting place for artists and inventors. In its 900-
seat Great Hall, the public heard social and political reformers 
as well as free lectures on science and government. Before they 
were elected, Presidents Grant, Cleveland, Taft , and Th eodore 
Roosevelt spoke in the celebrated auditorium while Abraham 
Lincoln gave his “Right Makes Might” speech from the Great 
Hall podium, assuring him the presidency. Today, the Great 
Hall continues as a home for public forums, cultural events, and 
community activities.

Lincoln at Cooper Union
Saturday, March 29, 2008; 10:00 a.m.
 Peter Buckley, Cooper Union
 Harold Holzer, U.S. Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission

Off site Session

Women Housing and Economic 
Development Corporation Building
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